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Welcome to the seventh week of your Academic Skills course!

Every week on Monday, you will be given an exercise to complete before the Thursday online seminars.
Please complete this exercise by Thursday 9 AM so we can include some of your responses in the class
discussions. Please send your responses to my email address (alexandra@academiaone.co.uk).

The key learning outcome of Seminar 7 is to develop a clear and economical academic writing style,
which will improve your essay and dissertation grades.

Home exercise instructions

Please write your answers to both Part A and Part B in a new word document and email it to me when ready.
Part A - Reflection: what constitutes an academic writing style?

1. Choose 1 paragraph from your favourite academic author and 1 paragraph from your favourite non-
academic author. Place them next to each other in your answers document, either as text or as a
screenshot/scan.

2. What do you like about these writers' style? Take some notes on your thoughts for this question.

3. What are the differences between academic and non-academic writing in your examples? List any
differences.

Part B - Practice: elements of style

1. On the next page of this document, you can find a page of a scanned book (Ford and Goodwin, 2014. Revolt
on the right. London: Routledge.) Read the text.

2. What do you think about the writing style in this text?

3. Where do you think this text is included within the book - introduction, middle chapters, conclusion?

4. Write down your observations using bullet points. You can point out what you like about the writing style, but
also if you find any areas of improvement.

Seminar 7 will start with this home exercise discussion. I'll give feedback on a couple of examples from you and
have a wider discussion about how you found the exercise. Then, we will discuss different elements of academic
style and look at some more - good and not so good - examples from academic texts. We will then zoom on
what a clear and economical academic writing style entails. The last part of the seminar will be a live marking
exercise focussed on writing style and how to practically improve it.

See you on Zoom on Thursday 2pm!

Alexandra, AcademiaOne Academic Skills Course Director
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